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Objectives
1. PUBLIC HEALTH SURVEILLANCE: Current Surveillance (identify cases) of COVID - 19, to 

include the development of tracking tools and dashboards of Virginia.

2. CONTAINMENT: Identifying cases early and isolating them; conduct contact tracing and 

quarantine them.

3. COMMUNITY MITIGATION: Implement social distancing strategies to prevent spread.

4. COORDINATE HEALTHCARE SERVICES.

5. COMMUNICATIONS: Communicate to the public, business community, and state employees in 

a transparent and consistent means across state government.

6. PLANNING: Review, assess, and develop contingency plans for

a) Medical Supplies and PPE

b) Medical Surge

c) Telework

d) Trigger points for (A) public health emergency requiring quarantine or isolation; (B) state 

emergency declaration; and (C) limitations on mass gatherings, schools, and/or 

transportation.

e) COOP & COG

7. TRAINING, EDUCATION and EXERCISE: Identify and provide training, education and exercise 

materials to state employees and response partners.

8. POLICY GUIDANCE: Provide consistent policy guidance across state government.

9. COSTS: Track financial costs for COVID – 19

10. WORKFORCE HEALTH and SAFETY: establish appropriate measures for the safety and 

wellness of state workforce.



COVID-19 Organizational Chart



ESF-8 Public Health and Medical Updates

• Numerous outbreak investigations are occurring in healthcare facilities and other congregate 

care settings. Special consideration and attention should be paid to places such as long-term 

care facilities, nursing homes, correctional facilities, homeless shelters, assisted living 

facilities, residential behavioral health and multicare facilities. People in these settings are 

especially vulnerable because of their health conditions or close living arrangements.

• On 4/16, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner released a statement 

encouraging recovered COVID-19 patients to donate plasma for the development of 

convalescent therapies.
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Current level of community transmission in Virginia: Widespread

Number of Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) volunteers deployed on 4/16/20: 129

Number of visits made to the VDH COVID-19 website on 4/15/20: 455,421

Number of calls received by VDH (877-ASK-VDH3) and local health district call 

centers on 4/15/20:

336

For public health data, please visit the VDH COVID-19 Dashboard and Weekly COVID-19 Activity Report.

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-encourages-recovered-patients-donate-plasma-development-blood?utm_campaign=041420_PR_FDA%20Encourages%20Recovered%20COVID-19%20Patients%20to%20Donate%20Plasma&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/weekly-report/


● The Virginia Department of Health 

(VDH) and the Virginia Hospital and 

Healthcare Association (VHHA) are 

distinctive organizations and there 

are differences in the data sets 

each use.

● VDH bases its hospitalization 

numbers on case investigations 

conducted by health department 

officials. VDH’s data captures 

Virginia residents with COVID-19 

who were hospitalized at the time 

of public health investigation and 

therefore may under-represent the 

total number because it does not 

capture patients hospitalized at 

some later point during their 

illness.

● VHHA’s data is based on figures 

supplied by hospitals and health 

systems across the Commonwealth 

and does not filter out non-Virginia 

residents or include confirmed 

cases in other care settings.



ESF-8 Public Health and Medical Updates
New/updated VDH guidance/materials:

• Sick With COVID-19 Print Resource

• Exposed to COVID-19 Print Resource

• Slow the Spread of COVID

New/updated Federal guidance:

• FDA At-a-Glance Summary

• Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for the emergency use of Stryker Instrument’s Sterizone VP4 

Sterilizer1 N95 Respirator Decontamination Cycle

• Evaluation for SARS-CoV-2 Testing in Animals

• Considerations When Preparing for COVID-19 in Assisted Living Facilities

• Key Strategies to Prepare for COVID-19 in Long-Term Care Facilities (LTCFs)

• Resources for Tribal Communities

• Serology Testing for COVID-19

• Resources for Hospitals and Healthcare Professionals Preparing for Patients with Suspected or 

Confirmed COVID-19

• Pregnancy and Breastfeeding

• Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Triage of Suspected COVID-19 Patients in non-US 

Healthcare Settings: Early Identification and Prevention of Transmission During Triage

• Preparing for COVID-19: Long-term Care Facilities, Nursing Homes

• Interim U.S. Guidance for Risk Assessment and Public Health Management of Healthcare 

Personnel with Potential Exposure in a Healthcare Setting to Patients with Coronavirus Disease 

2019 (COVID-19)

• Clinical Questions About COVID-19: Questions and Answers
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http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2020/04/VDEM-COVID-graphic-2-final.pdf
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2020/04/VDEM-COVID-graphic-1-final.pdf
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2020/04/VDH_Slow_Spread_COVID19.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136976/download
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/animal-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/assisted-living.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care-strategies.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/tribal/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/serology-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/preparedness-checklists.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/pregnancy-breastfeeding.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/non-us-settings/sop-triage-prevent-transmission.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/faq.html
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CRC Call

Cabinet Brief

(9:15) VDH 

COVID-19 

Leadership Group

VDH COVID-19 
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